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National Weather Summary 
April 14 - 20 











HIGHLIGHTS: Early in the week, unseasonal snow 
fell from eastern Arkansas to Iowa and into the 
Ohio Valley, and later the same area experienced 
record breaking warm temperatures. A storm system 
moved from Missouri into the Gulf of Mexico and 
triggered heavy thunderstorms in its wake. Many 
reports of heavy hail came from southern Louisiana 
to Florida. Tornadoes and large hail inflicted 
severe damage to several areas in northern Florida. 
A heat wave brought summer-like weather from the 
Southwest to Montana and eastward to the 
Mississippi River. 


Monday...A low pressure system moved through 
the Ohio Valley and spread snow from eastern 
Arkansas to Michigan. Rainshowers and thunder- 
storms reached from the lower Great Lakes and Ohio 
Valley through the Northeast. Locally heavy rain 
in the Northeast caused some local flooding. 

Record cold weather reached the Gulf Coast. 
The mercury dipped into the 30's across Texas and 
Louisiana, Elsewhere, evening showers and thunder- 
showers were found along the Florida Coast, the 
mid-Atlantic Coast, and the Pacific Northwest. 

Tuesday...Snow fell during the early morning 
from the Ohio Valley through the Great Lakes but 
warming temperatures caused rapid melting. Amounts 
of 4 to 6 inches covered the ground in Missouri, 
Illinois, and Iowa before the melting began. Rain- 
showers were scattered from New England into North 
Carolina, across the Appalachians into the Ohio 
and Tennessee Valleys during the afternoon and 
evening. Also, rainshowers and isolated thunder- 
storms were scattered from the upper Missouri 
Valley through eastern Colorado and the west 
central Plains, 
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Tuesday morning temperatures were rather cool 
in most of the East and in the South but were mild 
in the West. Hotter than normal temperatures were 
recorded in the Southwest as the mercury climbed 
into the mid-nineties. 


Wednesday...Wet snow fell in New York as tempera- 
tures fell into the thirties. Scattered light 
rain, with snow at higher elevations, continued 
through most of the day from the central 
Appalachians into New England. Except for partly 
cloudy skies in the northern Plains, most of the 
rest of the Nation was clear, However, scattered 
light showers and thundershowers broke out over 
the Plains by early afternoon. As the rainy weather 
moved out of New England, cold dry air settled 
over the Northeast. Hot weather continued in the 
Southwest. 


Thursday...Clear skies and light wind over the 
eastern third of the Nation combined for a record- 
breaking cold April morning. The Northeast was 
in the 20's with some places in New York State 
dipping into the teens. The record temperatures 
ranged from the 40's in the Florida Panhandle to 
the high 20's in the mid-Atlantic States. 


Later in the day thunderstorms rumbled over 
the lower Mississippi Valley. A slow moving storm 
in Missouri triggered thunderstorms from eastern 
Texas into Alabama and northward from eastern 
Nebraska into Indiana. Local flooding occurred 
with some of these storms in the South and some 
produced large hail. Showers also spread from 
the Pacific Northwest into the northern Plateau 
region as a Pacific frontal system pushed toward 
the Rockies. 


Friday...The slow moving frontal system continued 
to produce thunderstorms in the South. Some became 
violent by the end of the day. The storm center 
moved into Louisiana and severe weather extended 
through the southern portion of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and northern Florida. Most 
of the rest of the Nation enjoyed pleasant spring 
weather. Early afternoon temperatures soared into 
the 70's as far north as Montana, the Dakotas, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. Although eastern areas 
had a cool night they warmed pleasantly during 
the day. 

Saturday...The storm center moved into the Gulf 
of Mexico. Showers and thunderstorms continued 
from the eastern Gulf Coast across Florida to the 
southern Atlantic Coast and north into the 
Carolinas. Several tornadoes were reported in 
northern Florida. Hail and wind damage occurred 
in some areas. Thunderstorms were also scattered 
over the upper Great Lakes and managed to produce 
a tornado near Alpena in northeastern lower 
Michigan. 

Hot weather continued in the Southwest and some 
thermometers climbed as high as 110°. Warm weather 
also invaded the Plains--parts of the central Plains 
reached the high eighties. 

Sunday...Was sunny or partly cloudy over most 
of the Nation. Some thunderstorms continued in 
Florida. Showers accompanied a weak cold front 
that moved through the lower Great Lakes into 
Pennsylvania. Another cold front brought light 
rain to northern California and the Pacific 
Northwest. 

A heat wave was in progress from the Southwest 
through all of the Plains and much of the Rocky 
Mountain area. Many record high temperature records 
were set. Ninety degree readings were reported 
from Texas through the northern Plains. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


April 14 - 20 


HIGHLIGHTS: Low temperatures brought some frost 
damage to vegetables and fruit from Texas northeast- 
ward through Arkansas, Tennessee, and Kentucky. 

The subnormal temperatures in the eastern half 

of the Nation slowed grass growth and held soil 
temperatures down through the early part of the 
week. Most of the Nation showed very little preci- 
pitation; soils began drying and farmers were able 
to accomplish more fieldwork. Farmers in the eastern 
north central States had mostly only 1 day suitable 
for fieldwork but as much as 4 or 5 days were 
available in western areas. In the South, wet 
soils continued to delay fieldwork and held the 
number of days suitable to only 3, while most of 
the West enjoyed almost a full week. Plowing in 
the Corn Belt was only slightly behind schedule 
except Indiana at 55%, 15 points below the average, 
and Ohio at 60% lagged the average by 20 points. 
Plowing in the South trailed the average by 15 

to 30 points. Winter wheat rated good; jointing 
extended into Kansas. Spring wheat seeding in 

the 5 major producing States stood at 20%, well 
ahead of last year's late season 2%, and slightly 
ahead of the 17% average. Oats seeding lagged 

in the eastern north central States, but was on 
schedule in most of the western parts of the region, 
Barley seeding was off to a good start particularly 
in South Dakota. Cotton planting in the 14 major 
producing States reached 22%, 1 point below last 
year. Excluding California and Arizona, cotton 
planting stood at 11%, short of 1979's 12% and 

the 14% average. Corn planting stood at 3%, compared 
with 4% last year and the 6% average; very little 
acreage was seeded in the Corn Belt. Grain sorghum 
planting did not reach beyond the Texas border 
among the major producing States; Texas progress 
stood at 64%, surpassing 1979's 50% and the 53% 
average. Rice seeding in the 5 major producing 
States stood at 30%, falling between 1979's 26% 

and the 40% average. Virtually no soybeans were 
planted. Pastures rated fair to mostly good and 
improving although subnormal temperatures checked 
growth in the eastern half of the Nation, and dry 
soils slowed growth on the northern and southern 
Plains and parts of the Southwest. Fuel supplies 
held steady from the previous week. LP gas stood 
at 2% tight, 94% adequate, and 4% surplus. Diesel 
fuel rated 5% tight, 91% adequate, and 3% surplus. 
Gasoline scored 4% tight, 92% adequate, and 4% 
surplus. 
SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat rated fair to mostly 
good through major production areas, Oklahoma 

and Kansas reported excellent growth. On the 
northern Plains stands were greening but needed 
moisture. In Texas, dryland stands suffered from 
dry soils and some low Plains fields headed prema- 
turely. Texas irrigated fields grew well and began 
jointing on the Plains, Early California fields 
began heading. In the Corn Belt, growth reached 

9 inches, equaling last year but 2 inches short 

of the average. 

Spring wheat seeding reached 20%. Both South 
Dakota and Idaho reached the halfway mark. South 
Dakota producers planted 40% of the acreage during 
the week. Oats seeding ranged from 2% in Wisconsin 
to 21% in Illinois; progress significantly lagged 
both last year and the average. In the western 
north central States, oats seeding ranged from. 

5% in Minnesota, which was 20 points below the 
average, to 40% in South Dakota, which was 6 points 
ahead of the average, and 55% in Iowa, which 
equaled the average. 


CORN: Corn planting stood at 3%, short of last 
year's 4% and the 6% average. Minor acreages were 
planted in parts of the Corn Belt; however, most 
activity centered in the Southeast where 44% of 
the crop was in the ground, short of the 59% for 
last year and average. Late week weather raised 
soil temperatures and dried soils which should 
improve planting conditions in major production 
areas. 


COTTON: Cotton planting reached :%5 complete in 
14 major producing States, 1 point below last year. 
Planting in the Southwest was well advanced and 
stood at 75% in California and 73% in Arizona, 
Early Arizona stands showed leaf development. 

Texas cotton planting centered in the Blacklands. 
Producers on the Plains applied irrigation water 
and herbicides. Low temperatures in South Texas 
may delay crop growth although replanting should 
be minimal. 


OTHER CROPS: Grain sorghum seeding in Texas reached 
64%, surpassing 1979's 50% and the 53% average. 
Other major producing States reported no acreage 
planted, so for the 7 State group, planting stood 
at 23%, compared with 18% last year and the 19% 
average. Texas planting reached the Cross-Timbers 
area. Insects caused some problems in southern 
Texas areas. Oklahoma growers had half of the 
sorghum acreage ready for planting, 5 points ahead 
of last year and average. 

Rice seeding reached 30%, 4 points ahead of 
last year but 10 points below the average. Low 
temperatures produced minor damage in some Texas 
rice fields but stands should recover. California 
growers continued to prepare fields; limited 
planting began. 

Peanut planting stood at 9% in Georgia, 5% in 
Alabama, and 9% in Texas. Progress fell behind 
recent. years. 


FRUITS & NUTS: Many deciduous trees bloomed in 
northern production areas. Apricots, cherries, 
pears, and prunes were in full bloom throughout 
the West. Eastern growers reported trees ranging 
from early pink to full bloom. Most peach trees 
were past bloom and began leafing out in southern 
areas. Low temperatures brought some frost to 
eastern areas but damage should prove minimal. 
California growers harvested freestone peaches. 
Oregon filberts and Texas pecans began leafing. 
Florida citrus groves rated excellent as trees 
set new crop fruit and put on new growth. The 
Valencia harvest increased and the grapefruit har- 
vest slowed. Texas citrus fruits developed well 
reaching marble size; managers irrigated and sprayed 
groves. Arizona growers harvested Valencias and 
grapefruit. California growers harvested Valencias,. 


VEGETABLES: Low temperatures brought frost to 
succulent vegetables across the middle South. 
stands of more susceptible crops will probably 
need to be replanted. Florida vegetable shipments 
held steady from the previous week although cucum- 
bers and eggplant supplies increased considerably 
while carrots, cauliflower, strawberries, and 
tomatoes declined. Texas growers harvested peas, 
onions, cabbage, carrots, and parsley. Frost 
damaged tender crops in East and West Texas, the 
Trans-Pecos, San Antonio-Winter Garden, and Coastal 
Bend areas, 


PASTURES & LIVESTOCK: Pastures generally rated 

fair to good and improving; subnormal temperatures 
slowed growth in the eastern half of the Nation. 

Dry soils curbed growthinthe northern and southern 
Plains, southern Arizona, and parts of the Pacific 
Northwest. Ranchers began turning herds onto range- 
lands in northern areas. Calving and lambing were 
practically complete except in extreme northern 
parts of the Nation. Most areas reported only 

light losses of newborn. 


Some 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


Temperatures 6° sub-normal; coolest 
Drier weather, most rainfall amounts 


ALABAMA: 
early week. 


under 0.50 in. on 18th. 
Fieldwork: 2.4 days suitable. Soil moisture 
mostly surplus. Activities: Land preparation, 


corn planting on drier soils. Planting progress: 


Corn 32%, 51% 1979, 41% average; cotton 6%, 

8% 1979, 29% average; peanuts 5%, 15% 1979, 10% 
average; sorghum 3%, 5% 1979. Wheat 34% headed, 
31% 1979; turning in some fields. Pastures 
improving. 

ARIZONA: Sunny, dry weather prevailed. Deserts 
climbed into 100's lst time this year. Weekend 


few light showers in southeast, mountain areas. 
Amounts less than 0.10 in. Temperatures 1 to 
9° above normal. 

Small grains making good progress. Most 
small grains heading, some color fading. Cotton 
73% planted, 56% last year. Leaf development 
progressing earlier planted fields. Limited 
corn planting in progress. Seedbed preparations 
for sorghum in progress. Good progress continued 
sugarbeets, safflower. Alfalfa haying continued. 
Harvest lettuce, mixed vegetables seasonal 
progress. Above normal temperatures accelerated 
growth spring, early summer crops. Watermelons, 
cantaloups very good growth; thinning, weeding, 
some vine turning underway. Deciduous fruit 
trees, grapes growing well. Valencia harvest 
full swing, grapefruit harvest increasing. 
Citrus groves appear generally good condition. 
LP gas adequate. Diesel supplies adequate ex- 
cept north where supplies deficient to adequate. 
Gasoline supplies adequate except southeast 
supplies tight to adequate. Range, pasture fair 
to good condition. Water supplies short in some 
southern areas. Mostly adequate elsewhere. 


Pastures supplying average amounts feed. Cattle 
fair to good condition. 
ARKANSAS: All areas received rainfall. Highest 


normal 65°, lowest 58°. Highest mean 61°, lowest 
54°. Highest temperature 85°, lowest 25°. 
Planting of cotton, soybean, rice halted. 
Fieldwork: 3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
mostly surplus. Water and frost damage in some 
areas. Diesel, gasoline and LP gas 87% adequate, 
13% surplus. Wet conditions hampered soybean 
fieldwork. Rice planting progress minimal due to 
wet weather; 6% planted, 15% 1979, 30% average. 
Cotton 3% seeded, 3% 1979, 7% average. Corn 
7% planted, 34% 1979, 46% average. Sorghum 4% 
seeded, 11% 1979, 19% average. Wheat condition 
good. Hail, frost and water damage. Most fields 
boot stage. Oats condition good. Spraying and 
pruning fruit trees. Apples and peaches good 
condition. Frost damaged some peaches. Straw- 
berries good condition. Tomatoes severely 
damaged by frost. Pastures average. Fescue grow- 


ing well. Alfalfa condition good. Cattle condition 
good. 
CALIFORNIA: Warmest temperatures of year. 


Southeastern deserts reached 100°. Only a few 
light sprinkles on north coast; otherwise rain- 
free. 

Cotton planting full swing, 75% planted, 87% 
last year. Most cotton Kern County and southern 


California planted; good germination. Most 
early small grains headed. Harvest of alfalfa, 
grain for hay, green chop increasing. Prepara- 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 
each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 





tion of rice fields active. 


Very limited acreage 


planted. Planting active this week. Sugarbeet 
harvest, planting continued. Planting field 
corn, dry beans becoming active. Irrigating 


orchards and vineyards active San Joaquin Valley. 
Harvest freestone peaches began southern California. 


.Avocado, Valencia oragne harvest continued. 


Artichokes moderate supply central coast. 
Asparagus harvest finishing desert, active other 
areas. Broccoli, cauliflower fairly heavy 

Supply central coast. Celery harvest light south 
coast. Lettuce harvest peaked central San 
Joaquin, decreasing Kern, light central coast. 
Processing spinach harvest decreasing. Straw- 
berry volume increasing, picking started San 
Joaquin Valley, still light central coast. Range, 
pastures, provide more than ample feed. North 
winds dried ranges, grasses beginning to mature. 
Calving beginning to taper north. Fuel supplies 
generally adequate. 


COLORADO: Very little precipitation; greatest 
amount on eastern plains, less than 0.02 in. 
Temperatures generally below normal beginning of 
week but rose to record highs over parts of east 
by weekend. 

Winter wheat very good condition. Barley seed- 
ed 43%, 32% 1979, 50% average. Oats seeded 24%, 
16% 1979, 48% average. Sugarbeets 17%, 21% 
1979, 34% average. Fieldwork: 3.5 days 
Suitable. Ranges and pastures good to very 
good condition. Livestq¢k good condition. 
moisture supplies adequate. Fuel supplies 
adequate. 


Soil 


FLORIDA: Rain to most areas along with cooler 
temperatures midweek. Thunderstorms, hail, and 
few tornadoes 19th. Some crop damage from hail, 
south and northeast. Rainfall for period averaged 
0.50 to 1.50 in., while temperatures ranged from 2 to 
6° below normal. , 

Soil moisture generally adequate to surplus. 
Corn planting delayed by wet soils west. Early 
corn up, growing. Cool weather slowed growth. 
Blue mold a problem in tobacco. Peanut planting 
interrupted by rains. Sugarcane harvest complete. 
Young cane good growth. Small grains mostly good 
condition. Fuel supplies adequate. Pastures 
mostly good to excellent, except for scattered 
low-lying areas. Cattle in fair to good condi- 
tion. Citrus tree condition excellent. Rain 
all areas, moisture adequate. New crop fruit 
set period. New growth all trees. Valencia 
orange harvest continued to increase. Grapefruit 
harvest slowing with supplies running out. 
General vegetable crop condition continued fair to 
very good. Quality, size, yields continue 
fair to very good but variable some crops. Over- 
all vegetable shipments held steady from previous 
week. Supplies cucumbers, eggplant increased 
considerably; chinese cabbage, sweet corn, 
escarole, parsley, potatoes, radishes also 
increased. Snap beans, cabbage, lettuce, 
peppers held steady but shipments carrots, cauli- 
flower, Strawberries, tomatoes decreased. Potato 
season winding down Dade County. Some quality 
problems but improving. Harvest declining 
southwest. Quality, size, yields remain good. 


okra, 


Crops Hastings area making fair to good progress 
until hailstorm hit afternoon 19th. 
Considerable acreage flattened. 


Harvest expected 
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two more weeks west central area. Strawberry 
season about complete Plant City area. Water- 
melon crop fair to good southwest. Growth, 
progress improved. Harvest very light. Crops 
making good progress west central area. Bloom, 
fruit set evident. Crops improving southeast 
area. Vines running. Fruit set increasing. 
north central, north, west fair condition. 
Growth good. 


Crops 


GEORGIA: Wet north, with amounts locally over 
4.00 in; around 1.00 in. south. Below normal 
temperatures statewide ranged from near 50's 
north to mid-60's south. 

Soil moisture adequate to mostly surplus. 
Fieldwork: 3 days suitable. Planting still 
Slowed. Corn 50% planted, last year 88%, average 
76%; mostly fair to good condition. Watermelons 
52% planted, last year 88%, average 83%; fair 
to good condition. Cotton 13% planted, last year 
52%, average 44%; mostly fair to good condition. 
Peanuts 9% planted, last year 27%, average 30%; 
mostly fair to good condition. Sorghum 5% 
planted, last year 14%. Small grains fair to 
mostly good. Cattle and hogs good. Vegetables 
poor to mostly fair condition. LP gas 94% 
adequate, diesel fuel 93% adequate, gasoline 93% 
adequate. 


HAWAII: Weather variable. Some sections received 
heavy rains early week slowing crop progress. 
Spoilage to leafy crops. Yields, quality 
reduced. Wet conditions partially curtailed 
Sugar harvest some plantations. Vegetable supplies 
generally light to moderate. Banana supplies 
light. Papayas seasonally up; light rains 
beneficial. Pineapple harvesting steady. Wet 
fields not favorable to normal harvest for sugar. 
Pastures generally fair to good. Fuel supplies 
adequate. 


IDAHO: Above normal temperatures. Extremes: 
14 and 87°. Precipitation continued below normal 
with only measurable rainfall in north. 

Planting percentages increase with 6 days 
suitable for fieldwork. Spring wheat 50%, spring 
barley 40%, both higher than 1979 levels. Sugar- 
beets 58% planted, 16 points higher than 1979. 
Onion planting well underway. Dry pea just 
below 1979 level at 12%. Lentil planting at 20%, 
4 times the 1979 level. Winter wheat in fair 
condition. Continued potato planting. Apricots 
and cherries blooming. Calving near completion. 
Sheep shearing continues. Hay supplies tight. 
Range and pasture maturing well. Fuel supplies 
adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 6° below normal to 1° 
above normal. Precipitation 0.33 to 0.85 in. 
north, 0.10 to 0.20 in. south, 1 to 4 in. snow 
central. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. Corn plant- 
ing less than 1% complete, 1% 1979, 5% average. 
Winter wheat good. Oat seeding 21% complete, 
45% 1979, 70% average. Alfalfa good. Plowing 
1980 corn, soybean acreage 78% complete, 70% 
1979, 80% average. Pastures good. Fieldwork: 
1 day suitable. 


INDIANA: Temperatures to 25° and snow on 15th. 
Much sun, drying winds and temperatures to 80° 
afterwards. Precipitation averaged 0.10 in. south 
to 0.30 in. north. Sunshine 71% of possible. 

Soil temperatures 3° below normal. Fieldwork: 
nil. Topsoil and subsoil moisture adequate to 
mostly surplus. Spring planted cropland 55% 
plowed, 1979 60%, average 70%. Wheat fair to 
mostly good; 5 in. tall, 1979 5 in., average 7 


in.; 5% jointed, 1979 10%. Oats 5% seeded, 1979 
30%, average 65%. Clover 60% seeded, 1979 70%. 
Tobacco plantbeds 35% seeded. 


IOWA: Week began cool with snow over southeast 
and east central. By end of week temperatures 
rose to near or record-breaking daily levels. 
Fieldwork: 3.7 days suitable. Oat acreage 
seeded 55%, last year 32%, normal 55%. Plowing 
66% complete, last year 57%, normal 68%. Top- 
soil and subsoil moisture adequate. Cover 
crops fair to good condition. Livestock in good 
condition, replacements slow, tight money. 


Precipitation limited to east and north, 
Few locations 


KANSAS: 
generally less than 0.10 in. 
southeast and northeast reported 90.25 to over 0.50 
in. Temperatures ranged 54 to 58°, 4° above nor- 
mal northwest, 3° below normal south central. 

Wheat growth stimulated; 15% jointed, equal 
last year, 35% average. Soil-borne mosaic pre- 
valent east two-thirds. Fieldwork moderately 
active. Oais 75% seeded, 50% last year, 85% 
average. Barley 75% seeded, 60% last year, 90% 
average. Corn 3% planted, 2% last year, 8% 
average. Pasture growth slow. 


KENTUCKY: Slightly below normal temperatures 
and precipitation. Very cool early week then 
warming. Precipitation below normal and averaged 
around 0.50 in. 

Fieldwork: 2.5 days suitable; 12 days behind 
normal. Soil mostly surplus. Plowing 46% 
complete, 62% normal. Corn planting 1% complete, 
3% last year, 16% normal. Barley 3% headed. 
Tobacco beds 85% seeded, 100% normal. Plants 
emerged in 25% of beds, 54% last year. Plants 
small but in good condition. No major freeze 
damage to fruit. 

LOUISIANA: Rains light statewide. Temperatures 
6 to 9° below normal. Extremes: 34 and 84°. 

Soil moisture surplus. Fieldwork: 1.7 days 
suitable. Corn planting 40%, 68% 1979, 69% 
average; emerged 30%, 54% 1979; condition fair. 
Rice planting 57%, 53% 1979, 62% average; emerged 
45%; condition fair. Sugarcane fair, growth 
slow. Small grains good; 38% headed. Pastures, 
livestock good. Vegetables fair. Sweetpotato 
planting light. Volume strawberry harvest 
continued. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 1 to 
7° below normal. Highs in mid-60's and lows in 
mid-40's. Precipitation averaged 0.54 in. 
Plowing for corn about 50% complete. Small 
grains good to excellent condition. Tobacco 
growers spraying plant beds and marketing last 
year’scrop. Fruit growers spraying and pruning 
trees. Apple full bloom expected about May 1. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures in Lower Peninsula varied 
from zero to 3° below normal. Upper Peninsula 
ranged from 2° below to 4° above normal. 
Precipitation fell mostly at beginning and end of 
week. Amounts varied from 1.00 in. eastern 
Lower to 0.50 in. western Lower and from 0.70 
in. eastern Upper to 0.05 in. western Upper. 

Main farm activities: Plowing, sugarbeet 
planting. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 6 to 10° above 
normal. Extremes: 94 and 17°. Precipitation 
averaged 0.50 in. or more below normal. Pre- 
cipitation totals trace or less except for 
southwest with less than 0.20 in. 

Small grain seeding accelerating west. Corn 
planting may begin this week. Soil moisture sur- 
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plus south; mostly adequate elsewhere, 
areas short. Seeded: Spring wheat 10%, 
normal 21%; oats 5%, 1979 1%, normal 24%; 
5%, 1979 0%, normal 12%, sugarbeets 22%, 
%, normal 4%. Corn ground 1% prepared, 
1%, normal 10%. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 10° below normal. 
Average rainfall 1.00 to 2.00 in. Extremes: 
30 to 83°. Some frosts in north. 

Soil moisture mostly surplus to excessive. 
Fieldwork: 2.0 days suitable. Rains from 
previous week kept farmers off fields early 
week. By weekend some fields dry enough to be 
planted and fertilizer application began. Plow- 
ing 37% complete, 62% 1979, 67% average. Cotton 
less than 2% planted, 3% 1979, 9% average. 

Peanut planting just underway. Watermelon 36% 
planted, 73% 1979. Corn 32% planted, 49% 1979, 

49% average; 15% up to stand, 31% average; condition 
good to fair. Rice 24% planted, 11% 1979, 36% 
average; 3% up to stand, 1% 1979, 10% average. 
Wheat 88% jointing, 94% 1979; 12% headed, 19% 

1979; condition goodto fair. Peaches mostly 

good condition. Pastures fair to good condition. 
Livestock fair to good condition. Fuel supplies 
adequate. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged 7° below normal. 
Precipitation averaged 0.25 in. northwest, 0.50 
in. central, 1.00 in. southeast. ; 

Fieldwork: 1.6 days suitable. Plowing 63% 
completed, last year 62%, normal 66%. Oats 39% 
sown, last year 27%, normal 73%. Corn 3% planted, 
last year 3%, normal 20%. Cotton 1% planted, 
last year 1%, normal 6%. Condition of winter 
wheat mostly good. Condition of pasture mostly 
fair to good. Topsoil moisture adequate to 
surplus. Fuel supplies adequate. 


MONTANA: Very warm; temperatures averaged from 
7 to 15° above normal. Very dry except for 
southeast where some areas received around 0.25 
in. rain midweek. 


Topsoil moisture short to adequate; north- 


east mostly short. Fieldwork: 5.8 days 
Suitable. Winterkill of winter wheat mostly 
light to moderate. Planting progress:: Spring 
wheat 15%; barley and oats 10%; sugarbeets 40%. 
Calving 75%, lambing 65%, and shearing 65% 
complete. About 75% cattle and sheep still on 
Supplemental feed. 


NEBRASKA: Precipitation light averaging less 
than 0.10 in. Temperatures averaging 8° above 
normal west; 4° above normal east. 

Oats planting 60% complete, year ago 42%; 
normal 60%. Winter wheat condition rated mostly 
good. Topsoil and subsoil moisture adequate. 
Fieldwork: 4.9 days suitable. Pastures greening. 
Most calving completed. 

NEVADA: Cold, dry early; sunny and warm remainder 
of week. Temperatures averaged 8° above normal. 
Extremes: 93 and 16°. No precipitation. 

Cutting alfalfa hay extreme southern valleys. 
Good progress fieldwork. Livestock starting to 
move to summer ranges. 


NEW ENGLAND: Rain 14th 0.30 to 0.60 in. Cold 
front passed on 16th producing a few showers and 
flurries. Fair rest of week, with a few light 
showers 20th. Temperatures near normal. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° below 
normal. Extremes: 25 and 78°. Rainfall averaged 
0.48 in. north, 0.56 in. central, 0.96 in. south. 
Soil moisture in percent of field capacity 98% 
north, 95% central, 92% south. Soil temperatures 
49° north, 53° central, 55° south. 

Many farmers 10 days to 2 weeks behind 
schedule. Field activity increasing as fields 
dry out. Fieldwork: 3.4 days suitable. Plowing, 
discing, spreading fertilizer and lime, planting 
potatoes and vegetables and spraying fruit trees. 
Peaches in full bloom. No serious damage from 
freeze on 16th. 


NEW MEXICO: Very cold beginning week, warming 
rapidly 15th and 16th and remaining warm through 
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weekend. Temperatures averaged near normal to a 
few degrees cooler than normal. No precipitation. 
Soil moisture in short supply with light plant- 
ing operations underway southeast and south 
central. Planting cotton underway in south Dona 
Ana County. Alfalfa fair to good condition. 
Irrigated wheat and barley in good condition with 
dryland crop in poor condition. Corn planting 
underway in south. Onions and lettuce good 
condition. Potato planting underway in 
Torrance County, emerging in Portales area. 
Ranges good condition. Thousands of sheep dead 
in De Baca-Guadalupe County area from storm 
April 11 and i2th. Cattle good condition. 


NEW YORK: Cool with near normal precipitation. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° below normal. 
Daytime highs in 30's and 40's midweek, 60's 
on 19th and 20th. Precipitation generally 
slightly below normal, up to 0.50 in. below 
normal in St. Lawrence Valley. Traces of snow 
in Adirondacks. 


Temperatures 1 to 5° below nor- 
Midweek frost 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
mal. Precipitation moderate. 
caused little damage. 

Fieldwork: 3.3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate to surplus. Condition of wheat, oats, 
barley, rye, mostly good, declining; pasture most- 
ly good, improving; tobacco beds mostly good, 
declining; Irish potatoes mostly fair to good, 
declining; peaches fair to mostly good, improving; 
truck crops fair to good, improving. Tobacco 
plant supply adequate. Plantings: Irish potatoes 
72%; corn 46%; 51% 1979, 57% average; cotton 5%, 
20% 1979, 14% average; flue-cured tobacco 6%, 10% 
1979, 11% average; sorghum, peanuts, soybeans 
underway; summer cabbage 15%, watermelons 20%, 
spring cucumbers and green peppers 25%, tomatoes 
10%, summer snaps underway. Major activities: 
Spring planting and land preparation. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Week began warm and dry, ended hot 
and dry. Southwest and south central recorded 
small amounts of precipitation. Record highs 
set during past four days. Northeast set 
new records on 18th 85°, and 20th 95°. 
Southwest set new record 20th with 93°. 
15 and 97°. 

Seeding progress ahead of normal. Hard red 
spring 12% planted, 7% average. Durum 4%, 
3% average. Oats 8%, 4% average. Barley 9%, 

% average. No acreage planted at this time last 
year, an extremely late planting season. Sugar- 
beet planting progress exceeds 20%. Soil mois- 
ture extremely short. Livestock in good to ex- 
cellent condition. Calving and lambing winding up 
with losses light. Calving 78% complete, lamb- 
ing 84% complete. 


Extremes: 


OHIO: Average temperatures 3 to 6° below normal. 
Week started damp and cool; temperatures rose 
during midweek, and by weekend summerlike 
weather prevailed. Precipitation 0.25 to 0.50 
in. below normal. Soil temperatures averaged in 
40's, but rapid warm-up expected. Cumulative grow- 
ing degree days since April 1 20 to 50° below 
normal. 

Farmers itching to get in fields and able to 
make some progress by end of period. Open 
weather over weekend should allow speed-up 
of plowing, land fitting and planting. Land 
plowed for spring planting 60%, 75% 1979, 80% 
average. Corn planted less than 5%, less than 
5% 1979, 5% average. Oats planted 5%, 25% 1979, 
55% average. Potatoes planted 5%, 15% 1979, 

25% average. Tobacco sown 75%, 80% 1979, 90% 
average. Wheat height 3 in. Fieldwork: 1 day 


favorable. Pasture condition fair to good. Soil 


moisture surplus. 
OKLAHOMA Dry, rainfall less than 0.10 in. Tem- 
peratures mostly 2 to 5° below normal except 
Panhandle near normal. Extremes: 25 and 90°. 
Wheat fair to good condition; excellent growth. 
Wheat jointing 75%, 80% 1979, 80% average. Soil 
drier than last year and normal. Seedbed prepara- 
tions: Cotton 50%, 40% 1979, 40% average; 
sorghum 50%, 45% 1979, 45% average; corn 75%, 90% 
1979, 80% average. Corn planted 15%, 10% 1979, 
15% average; up to stand 5%, 5% 1979, 5% average. 
Cooler temperatures and drier soil conditions; 
pasture and range development later than average. 


OREGON: Temperatures quite warm, averaging 3 to 
5° above normal. Precipitation nonexistent east 
Cascades; western portions had rain varying from 
only a few hundredths in southwest sections, to 
0.30 to 0.40 in. in Willamette Valley and along 
coast. 

Soil moisture supplies adequate. Winter wheat 
condition mostly good. Spring grain seeding and 
reseeding near complete in all but higher 
elevations. Fertilizing and spraying nearly 
complete west; underway east. Summer fallow 
operations well along. Good weather kept field 
activities going. Cherries, pears, prunes in 
full bloom; spray programs in full swing. Peaches 
past full bloom. Caneberry and strawberry plant- 
ing underway. Cranberries showing good growth. 
Filberts leafing out, leaf roller sprays going 
on. Asparagus and rhubarb harvest starting. 
Potato and onion plantings progressing. Other 
vegetables going in. Livestock condition good 
west, fair to good east. Range and pasture 
conditions good west; fair east. Some pasture 
reseeding underway. Tansy ragwort spraying active. 
Range conditions improving. Hay short. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mild and wet first two days, 
clearing and turning much colder mid-period. 
Warming trend with generally sunny skies last 
three days. High temperatures remained in 30's 
and 40's with lows in teens and 20's 16th with 
snow flurries north. Much warmer by weekend when 
maxima reached into 70's. Readings 2 to 6° 
below normal. Extremes: 16 and 79°. Precipita- 
tion first several days totaled from 0.25 in. 
extreme east to 0.50 to 0.75 in. elsewhere. 

Fieldwork: 3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
surplus. Activities: Plowing; discing, spread- 
ing manure, lime, and fertilizer; spraying; or- 
chard pruning; trimming; tying grapes; planting 
oats, alfalfa, clover, potatoes, sweet corn, 
cabbage plants, and tobacco beds. Plowing 18%, 
last year 26%. Oats planted 8%, last year 20%. 
Potatoes less than 5%, 9% in 1979. Tobacco beds 
60% sown, last year 90%. Barley and wheat pre- 
boot, condition good. Hay stands mostly good to 
fair condition. Feed from pastures mostly 
average. Peaches 6% pink, cherries 12%, apples 
under 5%. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.38 in. or 
0.27 in. above normal. Temperatures averaged about 
77 to 78° on coasts and 73 to 74° interior. 
Extremes: 93 and 58°. 


Cooler than usual with midweek 
scattered frosts northwest, central. Latest 
temperatures near normal. Scattered showers 
mostly light, some locally heavy. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Plowing 
44% completed. Corn condition fair; 43% planted, 
84% last year, 80% average. Cotton fair; 6% 


SOUTH CAROLINA: 
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planted, 41% last year, 39% average. Tobacco 
fair to good with localized heavy rains washing 
out plants; 36% planted, 80% last year, 69% 
average. Peanuts 1% planted, 16% last year, 26% 
average. Sweetpotato 2% planted, 7% last year. 
Peaches fair to good, maintaining spray schedules. 
Wheat fair to good condition, some mildew due to 
excess moisture. Tomato condition good, but 
some midland frost, coastal wind injury; 89% 
planted, 95% last year. Cucumber fair condition; 
65% planted, 93% last year. Snap beans fair to 
good; 82% planted, 88% last year. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: 
averaged 5 to 13° above normal. 
and 14°. 

Fieldwork substantially increased, 


Unseasonably warm temperatures 
Extremes: 97 


almost 


uninterrupted. Soil moisture adequate most of 
east and south, short elsewhere. Fuel supplies 
adequate. Farm activities: Planting, discing 


fence repair. Winter wheat 
and rye turning green, fair to good, needs rain; 
light to moderate kill of wheat, light kill on 
rye. Livestock good, range fair but needs 
moisture. Feed adequate, stock water low. Limited 
movement of livestock to pastures. Light death 
loss. Calving 67% complete; lambing over 85% 
complete. Oats seed 40%, 1979 7%, average 34%. 
Barley seeded 39%, 1979 4%, average 28%. Spring 
wheat seeded 51%, 1979 3%, average 32%. Flax 
planting 3%, 1979 3%, average 3%. 


stubble, calving, 


TENNESSEE: First of week heavy rains in all 
areas. Temperatures 5° below normal with warm- 
ing trend late week. Rain again in west on 17th. 
Fieldwork: 2.1 days suitable. Soil moisture 
surplus. Spring plowing 50% complete, 1979 52%, 
average 65%. Tobacco plantbeds 90% seeded, 1979 
95%, 98% average. Corn planted 10%, 1979 11%, 
average 17%. Cotton 2% planted, 1% 1979, average 
6%. Pastures fair to good. Gas ard diesel 
fuel supplies adequate. Cattle in good condition. 
Frost midweek caused some fruit tree and vegetable 
damage. Activities: Plowing, planting when 
weather permitted. 


TEXAS: 
skies and normal temperatures. 
normal; temperatures normal. 
South Central, South Texas sustained brunt of 
damage inflicted by prior weekend's cold front; 
will cause some corn to be replanted; replanting 
of cotton, sorghum not as widespread. Snow, hail 
associated with front fell over Plains, Trans- 
Pecos, East Texas. Fortunately, few fields had 
been planted there, thus moisture was welcomed. 
Warmer, open weather prevalent rest of week 
enabling Central Texas producers to resume cotton 
planting, finish corn, sorghum plantings. While 
lower Rio Grande Valley escaped frost, freezing 
temperatures, high winds caused burn damage to 
cotton, corn, milo some localities. Earliest 
planted valley cotton fields began putting on 
squares. Cotton planting centered Blacklands as 
southern portions of State winding down plantings. 
Plains producers prewatering, applying herbicides 
as planting should begin early in May. Cold in 
South Texas might delay part of crop several weeks, 
although replanting minimal. American-Pima cotton 
that had been planted Trans-Pecos will probably 
be replanted due cold temperatures. Over 20% 
of state's corn crop planted during week; High 
Plains producers moved planting operations into 
high gear. Cold snap inflicted heavy damage to 
Central, South Texas stands. Number of fields 
will be replanted. Some older stands were 
stunted by cold. Third of Edwards Plateau ; 
sorghum crop planted while Plains, Cross-Timbers 


High pressure dominated bringing clear 
Rainfall below 


producers are just beginning. Planting in other 
areas either winding down or completed. Insects 
causing problems in South Texas localities; 
rootworms inflicting damage on lower Gulf Coast 
fields; yellow sugarcane aphids damaging lower 
Valley stands. Small grains made good growth 
where moisture adequate. Many Plains dryland wheat 
fields suffering for moisture; most Plains 
irrigated fields jointing. Few southern Low 
Plains wheat fields began to head prematurely 
from moisture stress but most heading occurring 
in Central, South Texas. Oat heading more 
widespread, occurring from South Texas to Cross- 
Timbers. Some emerged rice fields suffered minor 
damage from cold but many recovering fields 
flushed in preparation for herbicide application. 
Peanut planting active South Central Texas while 
land preparation continues Cross-Timbers, Edwards 
Plateau. Cotton planted 16%, 15% 1979, 16% 


average. Rice planted 85%, 53% 1979, 78% average; 
emerged 37%. Sorghum planted 64%, 50% 1979, 53% 
average. Wheat headed 7%, 0% 1979. Corn planted 


63%, 47% 1979, 51% average. Peanuts planted 9%, 
7% 1979, 13% average. Sugarbeets planted 87%, 
86% 1979, 90% average. 

New forage growth temporarily set back by cold 


temperatures. Native grasses greening, however, 
moisture badly needed most areas. Supplemental 
feeding continued to taper off. Sheep, goat 


shearing active. Livestock remained fair to 
good condition. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley movement onions, cabbage, 
carrots, parsley active. Some wind damage to 
peppers, tomatoes, melons. Citrus fruits 
developing well and about marble size. Citrus 
groves being irrigated and sprayed. Coastal Bend 
area some damage to watermelons from cold weather. 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area, carrot harvest 


continued. Limited supplies of strawberries 

available. Cold temperatures, hail damaged young 
cucumbers and cantaloups. Some acreage required 
replanting. Potatoes, onions making good growth. 


East Texas frost damaged tender tomatoes, peppers, 
and required replanting. Planting sweet corn, 
green beans, squash, cucumbers continued. 

Potatoes making normal growth. North Texas, 

frost damage apparent to tender vegetables. 

Damage from cutworms continued where not treated. 


Onions, potatoes making normal growth. Trans- 
Pecos area lettuce, onions, cabbage growing 
well. Some chili peppers froze. Tomatoes, 


green peppers also received damage. High Plains 
onion transplanting, potato planting completed. 
Onions making good growth. Peach trees continued 
to leaf out, however, fruit set very limited many 
areas from freezing temperatures, hail storms. 
Pecans leafed out most areas, catkins appearing. 
Frost damage apparent on some trees. Tree 
spraying continued. 


UTAH: 
little or no precipitation. 
temperatures to average above normal. Near record 
maximum few localities over weekend. Averages 
ranged from 6° below to 3° above normal. 

Soil moisture losses quite rapid due to 
high temperatures. Additional precipitation or 
irrigation required for good crop germination. 
Fieldwork: 6.5 days suitable. Planting made 
good progress in lower elevations. At higher 
elevations, fields still partially snow-covered 
and wet. Spring grain planting nearing halfway 
mark. Winter wheat and alfalfa wintered weil. 
Both are beginning to grow. Pasture and ranges 
improving. Some cattle and sheep movement to 
spring ranges. Fuel supplies adequate. 


Fair weather with generally clear skies and 
Rising trend in 
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Temperatures averaged little below 
normal. Freezing temperatures, scattered frost 
on 17th. Extremes: 75 and 24°. Rain early 

week averaged around 1.00 in. Bare soil tempera- 
ture 4 in. depth averaged near 55°, down 

1° from last week. 

Winds dried soils; land preparation, seeding 
advanced. Topsoil moisture adequate to surplus. 
Fieldwork: 2.4 days suitable. Corn seedings 
25% done, 20% 1979, 29% average; Tidewater, south- 
east progress 40%, 38% 1979. No significant 
soybean plantings yet, usual progress 2%. Peanuts 
1% seeded, less than 1% 1979, 2% average. Pastures, 
hay good to excellent. Barley heading central 
Piedmont; some irregular growth, cereal leaf 
beetles noted in wheat, barley. Wheat condition 
rated good to excellent. Some rye silage, hay 
cut north. Frost damage to fruit limited; pears 
blooming north, central Piedmont; peaches in 
petal fall southeast. Strawberries planted 
southeast, some frost damage southern Piedmont. 
Eastern Shore: Potato acreage virtually all 
planted; seeding snap beans. Cattle turned to 
summer grazing. 


VIRGINIA: 


Temperatures averaged 4 to 
Precipitation slightly above 
normal. Rhubarb, cauliflower harvest on-going. 
Tulip picking, green chopping active. Early 
vegetable planting: Green peas, sweet corn, 
radishes, green onions, lettuce, strawberries. 
Pasture seeding. Supplies of hay short. 

East: Temperatures averaged 4 to 7° above nor- 
mal. Precipitation little below normal. Some 
high winds. Less frost protection needed. 
Cherries, apricots, peaches in full bloom. 

Pears blooming. Corn, potato planting in early 
stages. Peas, wheat, barley emerging. Spring 
grain planting, fertilizing, spraying continued. 
Soil moisture fair to good in dryland. Cheat 
grass a problem. Stringing hops. Irrigation 
widespread. Hay growing well. Range short. 


WASHINGTON: West: 
7° above normal. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal. 
Extremes: 14 and 77°. Precipitation normal. 
Snow flurries low lying areas, up to 3 in. in 
mountains. 


Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork: 
2.2 days suitable. Hay, grain and fuel supplies 
adequate. Potatoes 15% planted, last year 29%. 
Oats 16% sown, last year 32%. Tobacco beds 
36% planted, 10% emerged; last year 70% planted. 
Crop conditions mostly fair. Major activities: 
Spreading manure, fertilizer, plowing, seeding 
oats, fencing, equipment preparation, caring for 
livestock. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures averaged 3° above normal. 
Highs in 30's 14th but reached 70's and 80's 
20th. Lows in 20's until midweek, then 30's and 
40's. Extremes: 86 and 14°. Precipitation 
confined to south and east, mostly in snowstorm 
14th which brought 2 to 4 in. wet snow, sleet, 
rain. Precipitation totals none north and west, 
0.20 to 0.70 east central and south. 

Fieldwork: 1 day suitable. Farmers began 
venturing out on land after midweek as field and 
weather conditions improved. Good drying weather 
weekend. Oats 2% planted, 1979 5%, normal 15%. 
Seeding should increase rapidly if weather continues 
favorable. Spring plowing 2% done, 1979 5%, 
normal 12%. Potatoes being planted in central 
sandy area. Work beginning on preparation of 
tobacco beds. Maple sap flow about completed 
with warm temperatures. Manure hauled where 
ground firm enough to support tractors and 
spreaders. Topsoil moisture supplies adequate 
to surplus. Warm, dry weather increasing danger 
of grass and forest fires. 


WYOMING: 
Extremes: 
normal. 

Topsoil moisture adequate. 
Spring wheat 29%; oats 24%; sugarbeets 31%; 
51%. Acreage emerged: Spring wheat 12%; 
barley 14%. Winter wheat mostly good condition. 
Spring calves born 66%. Range ewes lambed 34%. 
Farm flock ewes lambed 78%. Range sheep shorn 
43%. Farm flock shorn 72%. Livestock producers 
plan to start moving livestock to summer range 
in early May. Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. 


Temperatures much above normal. 
8 and 82°. Precipitation below 


Acreage planted: 
barley 
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HIGHLIGHTS: 

USSR. Winter grains greening-up in south and west...somewhat drier field conditions. 
Planting cotton...generally favorable conditions. 

EUROPE. Winter grains greening-up in north...too dry in Poland. 

CHINA. Wheat heading in Yangtze Valley*...adequate moisture. 
Planting spring wheat*...adequate moisture. 

INDIA. Harvesting wheat in north*...hot and dry. 

THAILAND. Planting dry-season rice*...some beneficial rainfall. 

AUSTRALIA. Winter grain planting season near*...widespread beneficial rains. 

NORTHWESTERN 

AFRICA. Winter grains turning color*...conditions a little too wet in Tunisia and East Algeria. 

ARGENTINA. Late soybeans pod-filling*...some light frost. 

BRAZIL. Harvesting soybeans...generally favorable weather. 






MEXICO. Heavy harvesting of west coast tomatoes...sunny, some hot afternoons. 





CANADA. Spring grain planting season near*...some areas too dry. 





*Based on normal crop calendar information. 
















USSR. Extensive portions of the Ukraine got a 
break from the wet weather of recent weeks. 
Although nearly all locations received at least 
light rainfall, heavier than normal totals occurred 
only at scattered places. Temperatures rose to 
near normal during the week, and fieldwork probably 
progressed in most areas. To the east, relatively 
cold, wet weather persisted in the North Caucasus 
and Volga Valley. Rainfall amounts in the North 
Caucasus decreased from last week but remained 
above normal, Winter grains probably benefitted 
from the moisture, but the lower temperatures 
brought growth nearly to a halt. 

Much of the New Lands received above-normal 
rainfall which melted most of the remaining 

































snowcover. Heaviest amounts fell in central and 
southwestern areas where totals of 30 to 40 mm were 
common (roughly twice the normal). This moisture 






provided good conditions for the approaching spring 
grain planting season, and dryness persisted only 
in the vicinity of Pavlodar, Barnaul, and 
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EUROPE. Conditions turned wetter in the southwest 
as above-normal rainfall of 20-40 mm swept across 
northern Spain and southern France, Spain's winter 
grains benefitted from this moisture, for they were 
still in the heading stage of development. Above- 
normal precipitation also benefitted winter grains 
in northern Yugoslavia and parts of West Germany. 
Precipitation in most other areas did not reach 
normal, but unfavorably dry soils existed only in 
Poland. Winter grains are just breaking dormancy 
there, and greater rainfall will be needed soon. 
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TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 


April 14-20, 1980 





NOAA Nationa! Weather Service 











AUSTRALTA. Widespread rainfall in southern. 
portions of the winter grain belt eased near- 

drought conditions. Many areas received a whole 
month's quantity of moisture (20 to 40 mm), 
allowing grain sowing to begin in West Australia, 
South Australia, Victoria, and southwestern New 
South Wales. Much more moisture will be needed in 
those areas to thoroughly wet the soil root zone. — 
Dryness persisted in Queensland and northeastern 2B y 

“g 
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NSW grain areas, and although planting can be 


10 oe, PSK i 
K 0 
delayed in those areas, livestock continues to AUSTRALIA LL b 
suffer. rh 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 50x» ‘ 
(25mm = 1 INCH) i 
| April 14-20, 1980 & 
liminary reports and satellite data NOAA, National Weather Service 











Ox = eee > 


=z FaNo 


' 
Ww 
uw 
= 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA, Above-normal rainfall 
continued in winter grain areas of Tunisia and 


10 MOROCCO : 
eastern Algeria, while amounts in Morocco and ( sennanien 
western Algeria stayed near normal or less. Ww 
Quantities were probably not heavy enough to cause y 2% /'25 

0 aa | 
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damage to maturing winter grains, but the moisture 
was not needed by the crop. Inland, near-desert ‘ 
‘a 


areas of Morocco received unusually heavy rainfall. p-—— 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA. 








in major rice 


just to the 
water source 
above-normal 
depleted reser 





newly planted, 


Rainfall increased to near-normal 
areas of Thailand, benefitting the 
dry-season crop. Some locations 
north went rainless, but the major 
region in the far north received 
totals, adding needed water to 
voirs. Discussion of weather impacts 


on crops in other countries on this map will begin 


aS manpower le 


vels increase in the near future, 
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CHTNA. Above-normal rainfall returned to a number 
of locations in the winter wheat belt, but for the 
most part moisture totals amounted to a few mm or 
none at all. Adequate soil moisture should exist 
as wheat in southern portions of the belt began to 
head. Heavy rainfall south of the Yangtze River 
retreated to the headwaters area along the southern 
rim of the Valley. Drier weather in most crop 
areas probably allowed progress in spring planting, 
but conditions remained far too wet in some vallies 
of Hunan and Jiangxi. 
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SOUTH ASTA. Typically dry but hotter than normal 
weather prevailed across northern India with 
harvest in progress. Pre-monsoon rainshower 
activity returned to the south and east, with 
above-normal moisture falling along portions of 
India's southwestern coast, in Orissa, and in parts 
of Bangladesh and Assam, No major crops benefitted 
from the moisture at this time. 
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CANADA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
April 14-20, 1980 
SASKATCHEWAN 


ee CANADA, Most crop areas in the Prairie Provinces 
received no precipitation, and only light amounts 
fell in Saskatchewan. This dryness somewhat 
negates last week's rainfall in southern Alberta 
and worsens soil moisture deficits in Manitoba as 
planting time nears. 
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MEXICO. The western two-thirds of the country was 
sunny and dry, and water supplies dwindled in many 
reservoirs, especially those in the northwest. 
Irrigation needs were gradually increasing for 
cotton and corn. Water requirements of tomatoes 
should soon begin a seasonal decline, In the 
eastern citrus belt the nonirrigated part in the 
north was slightly dry, while the central portion 
had residual soil moisture from earlier rains, and r 

the south benefited from this week's moderate MEXICO 
rains. Grain sorghum and corn progressed well with TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
generally adequate irrigation water in the Cee ee 
northeast. 


NOAA, National Weather Service 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY 
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er a a “4 wis SOUTH AMERTCA. Rainfall decreased to below normal 

: ) in nearly all soybean areas. This allowed the 
harvest in Brazil to continue unimpeded for the 
most part, with heavier rainfall staying mainly to 
naar the east. Soybeans in Argentina had quite adequate 
OCEAN soil moisture, with early-planted varieties nearly 
mature and late varieties pod-filling. However, 
Sharply colder conditions threatened these later 
varieties. Freezing temperatures occurred to the 
west and south, and some light frost may have 
touched southwestern soybean areas, though probably 
no damage was done. 
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NOAA National Weather Service 
Based on preliminary reports and satellite imagery 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
April 19, 1980 











The Crop Moisture Index measures the degree to which 
moisture requirements of growing crops were met during 
the previous week. The index is computed from average 
weekly values of temperature and precipitation. These 
values are used to calculate the potential moisture 
demand. Taking into account the previous soil moisture 
condition and current rainfall, the actual moisture 
loss is determined. 

If the potential moisture demand, or potential 
evapotranspiration, exceeds available moisture supplies, 
actual evapotranspiration is reduced and the CMI gives a 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED 


ABOVE 3.0 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
2.0 to 3.0 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
2.0 2 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
O to 1.0 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
O to -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 
-1.0 to -2.0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
-2.0 to -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
-3.0 o -4.0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 
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negative value. 
demand the index is positive. 


increased from the previous week's value; 
unshaded areas. 
identified by W for wet and D for dry. 


in rainfall distribution or soil types. 
ture and stage of crop development must be considered when 
assessing the impact of moisture conditions based on the 

Crop Moisture Index. 


SHADED AREAS: 


ABOVE 3.0 EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 
2.0 to 3.0 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
1.0. -te 2.0 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
0 to 1.0 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
0 to -1.0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
-1.0 to -2.0 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2.0 to  -3.0 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
-3.0 to -4.0 DROUGHT CONTINUES, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW -4.0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


2 
SHADED AREA INDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
IN INDEX DURING WEEK 


However, if moisture meets or exceeds 


Shaded areas indicate the index was unchanged or 

soils dried in the 
Centers of positive and negative areas are 
Local moisture conditions may vary because of differences 
The type of agricul- 


Some general guidelines follow. 


INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 








GOOD DRYING WEATHER AND GREATER CROP MOISTURE DEMAND IN SOUTHEASTERN U.S. 
THE AREA OF EXCESSIVE SOIL MOISTURE EXTENDS FROM 
MORE DRY WEATHER 
THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY IS GETTING DRYER AFTER ANOTHER WEEK OF NO 
EXCEPTFOR A WET AREA IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, MOST OF THE PLAINS AND WEST- 


ARE STILL EXCESSIVELY WET. 
SOUTHERN TENNESSEE AND THE WESTERN CAROLINAS AND VIRGINIA. 
PPI RIVER. 
WHERE THE USE OF IRRIGATION WATER IS INCREASING, 
ERN U.S. HAVE NEAR NORMAL SOIL MOISTURE. 
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HAS IMPROVED THE WET SITUATION THERE BUT CONDITIONS 
EAST CENTRAL TEXAS TO WESTERN GEORGIA AND NORTH TO 
IS NEEDED IN MUCH OF THE AREA EAST OF THE MISSISSI- 
RAIN. THE DRIEST PORTION IS THE LOWER RIO GRANDE 


Publication of the Weekly Weather and Crop 
Bulletin began in 1872 as the Weekly Weather 
Chronicle. It is issued under general authority 
of the Act of January 12, 1895 (44USC 213), 53d 
Congress, 3d Session. Contents of the Bulletin 
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Yearly subscription rate: $13.00 domestic and 
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5~~. AVERAGE SOIL TEMPERATURE (°F) AT THE 4-INCH DEPTH IN BARE FIELDS 
ree April 14-20, 1980 


CORN & SORGHUM 
CAN DEVELOP 


DEPARTURES FROM LONG-TERM 
MEANS OR ADJUSTED NORMALS 
FOR 4-INCH BARE SOILS. 
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NOAA National Weather Service 





Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











